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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claims 3-7 and 15-21, and 24, and AMEND claims 1, 2, 8-14, 22-23, 
and 25, in accordance with the following: 

1 . (Amended) An estimated price providing apparatus for an automobile 
comprising: 

a storag e dev i c e i n which e stimat e d prices that a d e a le r can offer ar e r e gist e r e d i n 
advanc e for r e sp e ct i v e pr e d e t e rm i n e d choic e s i n accordanc e with th e cho i c e s that ar e s e t i n 
advanc e in assoc i ation w i th art i c l e sp e c i ficat i ons that a manufactur e r can supp l y; 

* a first database in which an automobile manufacturer's suggested retail prices are 
registered in advance for respective predetermined automobile specifications that the 
automobile manufacturer can supply; 

at least one second database that includes an automobile dealer's estimated prices that 
are registered in advance for the respective predetermined automobile specifications; 

customize means function for allowing a user of an information terminal connected to 
said estimated price providing apparatus via a communication line to select an automobile artiete 
of desired specifications in accordance with the respective predetermined choic e s automobile 
specifications by operations from the information terminal; _wh i ch i s connected v i a a 
commun i cat i on lin e to a l low two way communications; and 

first price providing means for referring to said first database and transmitting the 
manufacturer's suggested retail price for an automobile of desired specifications selected by 
said customize means to the information terminal; 

dealer select means for allowing the user to select the automobile dealer by operations 
from the information terminal; and 

second price providing means for transmitting an estimated price of the automobile 
dealer selected by said dealer select means and transmitting the automobile of desired 
specifications selected bv said customize means to the information terminal in a name for the 
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automobile dealer selected by said dealer select means est i mated pr i ce prov i d i ng funct i on for, 
wh e n th e art i c le w i th the d e sir e d spec i ficat i ons i s s e l e ct e d by said customizo function or wh e n 
th e us e r mak e s r e qu e st op e ration at the i nformat i on t e rminal l ater, ca l cu l ating an e st i mat e d pr i c e 
wh e n th e d e al e r s e l l s th e art i c l e w i th th e des i red sp e cifications by r e f e rr i ng to th e e stimat e d 
pr i c e s for r e sp e ct i ve choices r e g i st e r e d i n sa i d storag e d e v i c e i n accordanc e w i th th e des i r e d 
sp e c i ficat i ons, and prov i ding the ca l cu l at e d ost i mat e d pr i c e p e r article to th e i nformation 
t e rm i na l. 

2. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said second 
e st i mat e d price providing means funct i on provides the estimated price por art i c l e with th e 
des i r e d via e-mail spec i ficat i ons using an e-mail message in which an e-mail address that 
specifies the automobile dealer selected by the user is set as a source of the automobile of 
desired specifications, i n rosponso to us e r's r e qu e st op e ration at the informat i on termina l aft e r 
sa i d customiz e function s ele cts the art i c le w i th th e d e sired spec i fications. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
means for providing when sa i d e st i mat e d pr i co prov i d i ng funct i on prov i d e s all estimated 

prices of the automobile of desired specifications p e r art i c le, which were previously provided to 
the user, to be able to be displayed as a list on the information terminal in response to a us e r's 
query request by the user at the information terminal. 

9. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1_3, further comprising: 
means for transferring w h e r ei n said e stimated pr i c e prov i d i ng funct i on transfers an 

estimation request of a trade-in automobile artiste to the automobile d ealer selected by said 
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dealer select function when the estimation request of the trade-in automobile arttele is received 
from the user of the information terminal I n a proc e ss for prov i d i ng th e e st i mated prico p e r articl e 
with th e des i r e d sp e c i fications to th e i nformation t e rm i nal . 

10. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1_3, further comprising: 
estimated price updated means f unct i on for permitting to update the automobile dealer's 

estimated prices of said at least one second database storag e cont e nts of on e of storag e areas 
i ndiv i dual l y pr e par e d on sa i d storage dev i ce i n correspond e nc e with th e plural i ty of d e al e rs in 
response to a request from the automobile dealer corresponding to that-said at least one second 
database storag e ar ea, and denying update of said at least one second database t h e storag e 
contents of tho storage area by another automobile dealer wh i ch that does not correspond to 
said at least one second database tho storage ar e a . 

1 1 . (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1_4G, further comprising: 
means for permitting w h e r ei n said e st i mat e d prico update funct i on permits to brows e 

browsing of the automobile dealer's estimated prices of said at least one second database 
storag e cont e nts of one of storag e ar e as i ndiv i dua l ly pr e par e d on sa i d storage devic e i n 
corr e spondenc e with th e plurality of d e al e rs in response to a request from the automobile dealer 
corresponding to that said at least one second database storag e ar e a , and denying denies 
browsing of the dealer's estimated prices of said at least one second database storage cont e nts 
of the storag e ar e a by another automobile dealer wh i ch that does not correspond to said at least 
one second database tho storag e ar e a . 

1 2. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 10 3, wherein said estimated 
price update means function denies update of storage contents of the automobile dealer's 
estimated prices of said at least one second database storag e ar e as individually pr e par e d on 
said storag e d e v i c e i n correspondence with th e plura l ity of d e a le rs by the automobile 
manufacturer. 



1 3. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein th e articl e i s an 
automobile, and the predetermined choices wh i ch that are set in advance are restricted to 
customize a backbone that determines drive performance of the automobile as a first step, and 
are also restricted to select other specifications to have specifications selected in the first step 
as top priority in subsequent steps when the user of the information terminal customizes an 
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14. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 13, wherein said customize 
means f unct i on executes in turn a selection of drive system components that form a backbone of 
the automobile which can be manufactured by the automobile manufacturer, and then said 
customize means executes a selection of wheel peripheral components registered in advance in 
correspondence with the selected drive system components. 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Amended) An estimated price providing method for an automobile using an 
estimated price providing apparatus comprising a first database in which an automobile 
manufacturer's suggested retail prices are registered in advance for respective predetermined 
automobile specifications that the automobile manufacturer can supply and at least one second 
database that includes an automobile dealer's estimated prices are registered in advance for the 
respective predetermined automobile specifications, that us e s an e st i mat e d pr i c e provid i ng 
apparatus and an informat i on term i na l of a usor, which can mako two way communicat i ons v i a a 
commun i cation li n e , said method comprising: 

a custom i z e st e p of mak i ng said information term i nal access said e st i mat e d pr i c e 
provid i ng apparatus, and allowing atbe user of an sa\4 information terminal that is connected to 
the estimated price providing apparatus via a communication line to select an automobile arttele 
of desired specifications in accordance with predetermined choices which ar e s e t i n advanc e in 
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assoc i ation w i th product sp e cificat i ons that a manufactur e r can supply i n respons e to op e rat i on 
at sa i d i nformat i on t e rm i nal; and by operations from the information terminal; 

transmitting the automobile manufacturer's suggested retail price for the selected 
automobile of desired specifications from the first data base to the information terminal; 

allowing the user to select an automobile dealer by operations from the information 
terminal; and 

transmitting an estimated price of the selected automobile dealer and the automobile 
manufacturer's suggested retail price for the selected automobile of desired specifications to the 
information terminal using an e-mail message in which an e-mail address specifying the 
automobile dealer selected by the user is set as a source for the automobile of desired 
specifications an ost i matod pr i co provid i ng step of ca l culat i ng, wh e n th e art i c le with th e d e sir e d 
spocifications i s s el ected in th e custom i z e st e p or whon the us e r makes r e quest op e ration at 
said informat i on t e rmina l l at e r, an estimat e d pric e whon th e d e a l er s ell s the artic le w i th th e 
dos i red spoc i f i cations by r e f e rring to a storag e d e v i ce in wh i ch e stimat e d pric e s that a d e al e r 
can off e r are r e gistered in advanc e in corr e spondenc e with th e cho i ces, and prov i ding th e 
ca l cu l at e d estimat e d pr i c e p e r articl e to sa i d i nformat i on t e rm i na l. 

23. (Amended) A computer program instructing a computer to operate as an 
estimated price providing apparatus for an automobile comprising: 

a storag e d e v i c e i n which ostimatod pr i c e s that a d e a l er can offer ar e r e gist e r e d i n 
advanc e for resp e ct i v e pr e d e t e rmin e d cho i ces i n accordanco with the cho i c e s that ar e s e t i n 
advanc e i n assoc i at i on w i th articlo sp e cif i cations that a manufactur e r can supp l y; 

a first database in which an automobile manufacturer's suggested retail prices are 
registered in advance for respective predetermined automobile specifications that the 
automobile manufacturer can supply; 

at least one second database that includes an automobile dealer's estimated prices that 
are registered in advance for the respective predetermined automobile specifications; 

customize means function for allowing a user of an information terminal connected to 
said estimated price providing apparatus via a communication line to select an automobile aftiete 
of desired specifications in accordance with the respective predetermined cho i c e s automobile 
specifications by operations from the information terminal ^wh i ch i s connocted v i a a 
communicat i on li n e to a l low two way communications; and 

first price providing means for referring to said first database and transmitting the 
manufacturer's suggested retail price for an automobile of desired specifications selected by 
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said customize means to the information terminal; 

dealer select means for allowing the user to select an automobile dealer by operations 
from the information terminal; and 

second price providing means for transmitting an estimated price of the automobile 
dealer selected by said dealer select means and transmitting the automobile of desired 
specifications selected by said customize means to the information terminal in a name for the 
automobile dealer selected by said dealer select means e st i mat e d pr i c e prov i d i ng funct i on for, 
wh e n th e art i c le with th e d e sir e d sp e cificat i ons is se l ect e d by said custom i ze funct i on or wh e n 
th e us e r mak e s r e qu e st op e rat i on at th e informat i on term i na l l at e r, calcu l at i ng an e st i mated pr i ce 
wh e n th e d e a le r s el ls th e art i c le w i th the dos i rod sp e cificat i ons by r e f e rring to th e e stimat e d 
pr i c e s for respect i v e choic e s r e g i st e r e d in sa i d storag e dev i ce in accordanc e with tho dosir e d 
sp e c i fications, and prov i d i ng th e ca l culat e d estimat e d pric e p e r artic l e to th e informat i on 
t e rm i nal 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Amended) A computer readable storage medium storing a program code 
which makes a computer operate as an estimated price providing apparatus for an automobile 
comprising: 

a storag e d e v i c e i n wh i ch e st i mat e d pr i ces that a d e a l er can off e r ar e r e gist e r e d i n 
advanc e for r e sp e ct i v e pr e d e term i n e d choic e s i n accordanc e with th e cho i ces that ar e s e t in 
advanc e in assoc i ation w i th art i c le sp e cifications that a manufacturer can supply; 

a first database in which an automobile manufacturer's suggested retail prices are 
registered in advance for respective predetermined automobile specifications that the 
automobile manufacturer can supply; 

at least one second database that includes an automobile dealer's estimated prices that 
are registered in advance for the respective predetermined automobile specifications; 

customize means funct i on for allowing a user of an information terminal connected to 
said estimated price providing apparatus via a communication line to select an automobile afttete 
of desired specifications in accordance with the respective predetermined cho i c e s automobile 
specifications by operations from the information termina^ which i s connect e d v i a a 
communication lin e to a ll ow two way communications; and 

first price providing means for referring to said first database and transmitting the 
manufacturer's suggested retail price for an automobile of desired specifications selected by 
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said customize means to the information terminal; 

dealer select means for allowing the user to select an automobile dealer by operations 
from the information terminal; and 

second price providing means for transmitting an estimated price of the automobile 
dealer selected by said dealer select means and transmitting the automobile of desired 
specifications selected by said customize means to the information terminal in a name for the 
automobile dealer selected by said dealer select means oot i matod pric e prov i d i ng funct i on for, 
wh e n th e art i c l e with th e d e s i red sp e c i ficat i ons is s ele ct e d by sa i d customiz e funct i on or wh e n 
th e us e r mak e s r e quest op e rat i on at th e informat i on term i na l lat e r, ca l cu l at i ng an e st i mat e d pr i c e 
wh e n th e d o al o r sells tho artic le w i th th e d e s i rod sp e cifications by roforr i ng to th e e st i mat e d 
pr i c e s for rosp e ct i vo cho i c e s reg i ster e d in sa i d storag e d e v i ce i n accordanc e w i th tho desired 
specifications, and prov i ding the ca l culat e d estimat e d pr i ce p e r art i cl e to tho i nformation 
t e rminal 
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